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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 027180 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 PRS-01 IO-13 H-01 

INR-07 PM-05 EUR- 12 NSCE-00 DODE-OO CIAE-00 L-03 
INRE-00 /070R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:PGARLAND:AB 
APPROVED BY AF/E:RPOST 

124665 020018Z/65-S 

O 012236Z FEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 027180 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ET, SO, TZ 

SUBJECT: TANGOV CONCERN ON SOMALIA-ETHIOPIA CONFLICT 
REF: A) DAR ES SALAAM 0315, B) STATE 18370 

1 . EMBASSY MAY DRAW ON PARAS 2-7 AND 13 REF B TO BRIEF 
TANGOV ON WASHINGTON 5-POWER MEETING. EMBASSY SHOULD NOT 
DRAW ON SENTENCES IN THOSE PARAGRAPHS WHICH ARE SOURCED 
TO EUROPEAN PARTICIPANTS, BUT SHOULD LIMIT YOUR PRESENTA- 
TION TO EXPRESSION OF US VIEWS ONLY. 

2. USG DOES NOT INTEND TO BRAND SOMALIA AS AGGRESSORS AS 
MDEE SUGGESTS PARA 2 REF A. WE HAVE MADE IT CLEAR AS 
RECENTLY AS IN PRESIDENT CARTER'S WRITTEN MESSAGE 
ACCOMPANYING THE STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE THAT US WILL 
NOT RECOGNIZE FORCIBLE CHANGES IN BOUNDARIES. NEVERTHE- 
LESS, WE BELIEVE THAT TO BRAND SOMALIA AS MDEE AND 
ETHIOPIANS HAVE DEMANDED WOULD LESSEN OUR ABILITY TO ASSIST 
IN A SETTLEMENT. YOU MAY POINT OUT TO MDEE THAT, IN OUR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 027180 

VIEW, ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS AND OUR DECISION NOT 
TO SUPPLY DEFENSIVE ARMS TO SOMALIA WHILE ITS TROOPS ARE 
IN THE OGADEN IS A VERY CLEAR SIGNAL OF OUR OPINION. VANCE 
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